[Comparative evaluation of 5 third-generation methods for the detection of HBsAg].
Five third generation methods for detection of HBsAg in serum were evaluation: AUSRIA II, Micro-RIA, Hepanosticon, Enzygnost, Antigen-TG. Sera of 340 patients with acute and chronic hepatitis and 160 controls were examined with these techniques. The haemoagglutination and latex tests were less sensitive than the RIA, Micro-RIA and ELISA methods. The RIA procedure remains the more sensitive, as demonstrated with sera diluted. False positive results, frequently depending on the excess of antibodies, were observed in ELISA, haemoagglutination and latex tests. The results confirm that the RIA procedure is still highly specific and sensitive, but ELISA is also a very alternative method for HBsAg detection.